The Coming Civilization
the opportunity of material happiness for the
greatest number. But the purpose behind such
humanitarian policy is to ensure that each citizen
shall be a capable worker: a man works better when
he is contented and knows that he will be rewarded
for past services.
Logically, no doubt, a materialist State should
cease to support a citizen who has become an encum-
brance to the community. But it will probably
remain inconsistent in this respect. When a man's
wife or mother is suffering from an incurable
disease, it will, for the same reasons, supply her with
medical assistance. A citizen, however deeply imbued
with materialist doctrine, will minister to her, for,
if he is fond of his mother, he will find pleasure in
attending her sick-bed. But let us suppose it is the
proverbial mother-in-law who is ailing. Let us
suppose that she is an irritating, unpleasant person,
without any claims on other relatives or friends.
What guarantee is there that she will receive any
sort of help, or even that she will be allowed to live?
On Christian principles the recalcitrant worker,
the useless citizen, the rebel, the alien, even the
proverbial mother-in-law, have sacred rights, not
because of their capacity for service but because
they are immortal souls. However uncongenial their
society, they must be cared for because they are
children of God. Once this fundamental valuation
is rejected, the consequences are likely to be far-
reaching. Thje religious claim is a guarantee of indi-